
 

 

 

Written and published in 1986 in El Salvador, the Manual "Local 

Organization for Emergencies", is still a very useful 

methodological tool to enhance the role of local communities in 

preventing and responding to natural disasters. Also the work of 

drafting the Handbook is a valuable example of how interagency 

coordination works, since it has involved the Ministry of Public 

Health, the Ministry of Education, the World Health 

Organization, the Pan American Health Organization, the 

Salvadorian Red Cross, the National Fire of El Salvador, 

PRODERE Programme of the United Nations and the Italian 

Cooperation Programme for reconstruction after the earthquake 

that hit El Salvador on October 10, 1986. 

 

The full text of the Handbook is available in Spanish on the website of the Regional Disaster 

Information for Latin America and the Caribbean, based in San Jose, Costa Rica. 
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